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Child Health, QVRA team up for “Fields of Dreams”

By Dona S. Dreeland

There will be winners all around when the new partnership between Child Health Association of Sewickley and Quaker Valley Recreation Association (QVRA) meets its next goal.

With a pledge of $100,000 to the recreation association, Child Health will stay true to its founding mission of 1923: nurturing the whole child by supporting programs and services that directly address children’s emotional, physical, educational, cultural and recreational needs.

The grant will be used to create permanent soccer, baseball, softball and T-ball fields in Bell Acres.

“This is an opportunity to touch 750 district families and thousands of children,” said Nancy Kury, Child Health vice president.

Tim Felt, president of the QVRA board, couldn’t be more pleased with this first major commitment of dollars to the children of the district.

With the schedule of Quaker Valley school fields maxed out, the Bell Acres space will afford players and their families a single stop recreation opportunity.

The 25-30 acres, he said, will allow his organization to increase field space, plan for parking, dugouts, spectator seating and a concession stand – and in the future provide walking trails and horse trails.

“We hope to roll out a different field at different times,” Felt said.  

He hopes for the project to be completed by the spring or fall of 2010, depending on the growing season.

The project is expected to cost $3-5 million over the next several years.

Child Health’s grant is “a seed that will grow into Bell Acres, a great community gathering space” said Maura Pilewicz, capital development co-chair with Larry Zamer.

Saturday, November 3, marks the kick off of QVRA’s capital campaign called “Support the Home Team.’  A street fair with games, prizes, music and food is planned from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thorn Street.

After the recreation group shares its vision of the future with the community at-large, Child Health will rally its supporters to the “Fields of Dreams” fundraiser at the Allegheny Country Club on Saturday, Nov. 17.

A portion of the proceeds of that event will benefit QVRA.

While the money is being raised, Felt and his 8-member board will continue to work with designers to make the best use of the Bell Acres landscape and to prepare a timeline that will be considerate of existing play schedules.

“We are open to community involvement,” said Felt.  “We’re not a select group making decisions on our own.”

Having been approved by the intensive grant-giving procedure instituted by Child Health, QVRA takes its community focus seriously.

“We are caretakers of something that will last 25 years,” Felt said.  “It’s an infrastructure that is independent of any individual.”

The transaction, described by Beth Rom, president of Child Health, as “one solid organization endorsing another solid organization” is happy the two groups have come together.

“It’s a win-win,” she said.

“This community supports Child Health and now it’s time to give back.”

This gift, the largest to any single organization in Child Health’s history, is among the $3.5 million donated to date to more than 300 agencies throughout western Pennsylvania.

Money is raised through yearly fundraisers and the sale of the Three Rivers and Renaissance IV cookbooks.

For Felt, the “Fields of Dreams” project has sparked a reverie or two.

“My hope with soccer is to have kids come back (in their college years and beyond),” said Felt.

“I’m dreaming of reunions held at Bell Acres.”

In years to come, the district’s children will enjoy a great green space created for their growth and learning the finer art of the game in contests of skill, leadership and teamwork.

